
 

 

Cleveland County Board of Commissioners 

February 2, 2021 
 

The Cleveland County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on this date, at the hour of 6:00 

p.m. in the Commission Chamber of the Cleveland County Administrative Offices.     

PRESENT:  Doug Bridges, Chairman  

Deb Hardin, Vice-Chair   

Johnny Hutchins, Commissioner 

Ronnie Whetstine, Commissioner 

Kevin Gordon, Commissioner 

Tim Moore, County Attorney  

Brian Epley, County Manager 

Phyllis Nowlen, Clerk to the Board 

Kerri Melton, Assistant County Manager 

Allison Mauney, Human Resources Director 

Martha Thompson, Deputy Staff Attorney  

Marty Gold, Information Technology Director 

Tiffany Hansen, Health Department Director  

Perry Davis, Emergency Management Director/ Fire Marshal  

Lucas Jackson, Finance Director  

Scott Bowman, Maintenance Director 

Betsy Harnage, Register of Deeds 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Bridges called the meeting to order and invited anyone from the audience to lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance and provide the invocation. Hearing no volunteers, Chairman Bridges provided the invocation and led 

the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Commissioner Hardin made the following statement:  

“On behalf of the Cleveland County Board of Commissioners I would like to welcome you all to this 

evenings Commissioner’s Meeting. It seems our great Nation has been in a state of unrest since early 2020. The 

COVID-19 pandemic, transition of presidential power and violence occurring nationwide has divided America. 

This is not the time for a divide, but the time to work together for unity – now more than ever! We must focus on 

our similarities and respect each other’s differences. We, the American people will continue to be resilient and 

fight together for the equality of all people.  

No matter our political views or political party, we must come together as a unified community and stand 

together as a Nation. Cleveland County remains unified for the equality, fairness and justice for all people. In this 

time of conflict and darkness, all of us must take this time to work together and condemn the violence. Violence is 

not and can never be the answer. We will work hard together and we will overcome and we will get through this 

together.”  

AGENDA ADOPTION 

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Hardin and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve the agenda as presented.     

 

 



 

 

CITIZEN RECOGNITION 

Robert Gilligan, 120 Augusta Lane, Shelby – spoke about public access television. He stated there may be 

a need for public access television despite social media platforms such as YouTube. He explained enrolling in 

Cleveland Community College is the only way a person can gain admittance to public access television and 

inquired if there was a possibility for another avenue for the residents of Cleveland County to have public access 

television.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

TAX ADMINISTRATION: PENDING REFUNDS AND RELEASES 

Per North Carolina General Statute 105-381 property owners can request a release of any taxes due or a 

refund of taxes paid up to five prior years upon a valid defense that the taxes were the result of a clerical error, an 

illegal tax, or a tax for an illegal purpose. 

ACTION:   Commissioner Gordon made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board, to approve the pending refunds and releases as submitted by the Tax Assessor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAX ADMINISTRATION: ORDER TO ADVERTISE  

 Per North Carolina General Statute 105-369, uncollected taxes for the current year that are a lien on 

real property, must be advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in the taxing unit. Upon receipt of the 

Tax Collector’s report in February, the governing body must order the Tax Collector to advertise the tax liens. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, authorize the tax collector to, during the time frame between March 15, 2021 and 

March 26, 2021, shall advertise tax liens on real property that remain unpaid as of March 8, 2021. 

Advertisement shall be made in the manner provided by North Carolina General Statute 105-369.  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT: BUDGET AMENDMENT (BNA #044)  

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve the following budget amendment: 

Account Number   Project Code Department/Account Name                       Increase         Decrease 

012.537.4.410.00          Child Health/Local Other Grants     $5,000.00 

012.537.5.121.00          Child Health/Salaries-Reg     $5,000.00 

Explanation of Revisions: Budget allocation for $5,000 in grant monies awarded to the Cleveland County Health 

Department’s Child Health Clinic to assist in the expansion of telehealth services for patients to increase access to 

care. These funds will be used toward existing salaries who will assist in performing telehealth visits. 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT: BUDGET AMENDMENT (BNA #045)  

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve the following budget amendment: 

Account Number   Project Code Department/Account Name                       Increase         Decrease 

012.533.4.310.85              Adult Health/Fed Govt Grant BCCCP SCR        $325.00 

012.533.5.490.00             Adult Health/Professional Services    $325.00 

Explanation of Revisions: Budget allocation for $325 in additional funds received by the Cleveland County Health 

Department from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services for Breast and cervical Screening 

program. These funds will be used to assist clients to receive Patient Navigation services while applying for the 

North Carolina Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program (NC BCCCP). 

 

EMPLOYEE WELLNESS: BUDGET AMENDMENT (BNA #046)  

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve the following budget amendment: 

Account Number   Project Code Department/Account Name                       Increase         Decrease 

065.981.5.233.00                  Health Plan/BCBS Weekly Claims          $225,000.00 

065.981.5.890.00                 Health Plan/Interfund Transfers       $225,000.00 

013.660.4.980.65       Employee Wellness/Tfrs Fm Health Plan      $225,000.00 



 

 

013.660.5.230.01       Employee Wellness/Prescription Drugs      $225,000.00 

Explanation of Revisions: Budget allocation for $225,000.00 to move funding from the Health Plan to the 

Employee Wellness Program to cover prescription medication needs. 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT: BUDGET AMENDMENT (BNA #047)  

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve the following budget amendment: 

Account Number   Project Code Department/Account Name                       Increase         Decrease 

012.530.4.810.00                   General/Donations-Contributions        $1,000.00 

012.530.5.790.00                   General/Donations-Contributions        $1,000.00 

Explanation of Revisions: Budget allocation for $1,000 in funds received from Wingate School of Pharmacy to the 

Cleveland County Health Department Pharmacy for the internship of pharmacy students. These funds will be used 

towards the Pharmacy’s purchase of barcode scanners to replace incompatible scanners for the new Pioneer 

software system.  

 

LEGAL: PLATO LEE ROAD EASEMENT 
 

Duke Energy has requested the County grant an easement to provide underground and overhead utility lines 

to service Shell Building #3 which is under construction. The property is located on Plato Lee Road. The County is 

the owner of the property described and recorded in Deed Book 1809, Page 2056. The easement is necessary to 

provide utilities to this county owned building. The proposed easement would not permit the County to build any 

structure thereon or underneath. Per North Carolina General Statute §153A-176 and §160A-273, the County has 

the authority to grant easements over, through, under, or across its property. 

ACTION:   Commissioner Hutchins made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and 

unanimously adopted by the Board, to approve the easement to Duke Energy.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE: IRMA REPRESENTATIVE LETTER 

 

 The IRMA representative letter is a component of the Installment Financing that will be discussed during the 

regular portion of the agenda. Included in Commissioners packets is a letter from Pope Flynn who is an 

independent registered municipal advisor. The letter is to secure an exchange between the Compliance and 

Commission requirement for people who act in a lending capacity for North Carolina local government that 

recognizes they are independent and they are aware of local government statutes as far as financing transactions in 

North Carolina.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT: SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ABANDOMENT OF COVE 

CIRCLE (Schedule Public Hearing for March 16, 2021)    
 

The Planning Department has received a request from Paul and Susan Reynolds who are asking for the right-

of-way located on Cove Circle to be abandoned. The right-of-way is currently surrounded by eight residential 

parcels, all of which are owned by Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds. If approved, the right of way will be absorbed into the 

surrounding property.  

ACTION:  Commissioner Hutchins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, approve scheduling the public hearing as requested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR AGENDA  

BIOTECHNOLOGIES IN AGRICULTURE SCIENCE 

Chairman Bridges called Sabrine Bridges, Chairman of the Cleveland County Agricultural Advisory Board 

to the podium. Mrs. Bridges read the following statement, “As the Chairperson for the Agricultural Advisory 

Board, I’d like to inform the commissioners about the collaboration between the Ag Advisory Board, Cleveland 

Community College, and our local High School Agriculture Teachers. About two years ago, the Ag Advisory Board 

approached the community college to see if there was a way to start an agriculture degree.  According to USDA 

statistics, each year agricultural goods produced in Cleveland County contribute over 130 million dollars to our 

local economy, and we have over 1000 farms in Cleveland County. These farms not only provide jobs and income 

but also contribute to the rural lifestyle that so many of our residents enjoy. But for this to continue, we will need 

new young farmers. Although our local high schools have very active agriculture programs, unfortunately it’s very 



 

 

difficult to get into NC State now, and there was no option locally for students to pursue an agriculture degree. But 

that will change in the fall of 2021. We are excited to announce that Cleveland Community College will begin 

offering a “Biotechnology with an Emphasis in Agricultural Sciences” degree. This will be the first time the 

college has offered agricultural classes. 

This accomplishment is the result of numerous meetings and work done behind the scenes between the 

community college, Ag Advisory Board, and high school ag teachers. I’d like to thank all of those have who helped 

get us to this point, including our high school ag teachers (Matt Harris, Jeff Cornwell, Krista Parker, Kay Harris, 

and Shane McKee), our current and former Ag Advisory Board Members (Robbie Henderson, Annie Thompson, 

Malarie Robins, Nelson Dellinger, Shelly George, Gary Gold, Scott Turner, Myron Edwards, and Bryon 

McMurry). We’d also like to thank the Community College for being so willing to work with us, and we’d like to 

invite Dr. Becky Sain, the Vice President of Academic Affairs, to come up and give a brief overview of the degree. 

Without Dr. Sain’s help and hard work, none of this could have happened. She has attended so many Ag Advisory 

Board meetings that she feels like an honorary member, and we look forward to continuing to partner with her in 

the future.”    

Mrs. Bridges introduced Dr. Becky Sain, Vice President of Academic Affairs at Cleveland Community 

College. The Community College has had biotechnology for a number of years, but the program as designed did 

not get the enrollment they had hoped for. The Community College has partnered with the Agriculture Advisory 

Board to revitalize the biotechnology program and make it work for Cleveland County. According to the North 

Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Cleveland County is: 

▪ Ranked 7th out of 100 counties in all cattle cash receipts 

▪ Ranked 16th out of 100 counties in all broilers produced 

▪ Ranked 18th out of 100 counties in bushels of wheat produced 

▪ Ranked 23rd out of 100 counties in all Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry cash receipts totaling 

$103,309,148 
 

The partnership between the Community College and the Agriculture Advisory Board has created an 

Associates Degree in Applied Sciences and Biotechnology with an emphasis on agriculture. The new program will 

be marketed to high school students who are currently taking agriculture courses at the community college. This is 

a transferable degree in the fact that students can transfer the degree since it is an Associates Degree in Applied 

Science. However, it is terminal degree in the fact that students can take this degree and use it as is in the local 

area. Along with the degree, the college will also be offering a certificate and diploma program as well. The 

certificate program is 13 hours, the diploma is 43 hours and the degree is 65 hours. The new courses include:  

• Animal Feeds and Nutrition 

• Beef Production 

• Poultry Production 

• Basic Farm Maintenance 

• Soil Science 

• Agronomy   
 



 

 

 
                   
                     

                            

                          

                                             

 

                    

                                                            

                           

                                                           

                                                         

                                                             

                                                                                   

                     

                                                                                                                         

 

                      
          

              
             
            

           
             

             

 

                       

                                                                          

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                           

             

                                                                         

                                                                             

                                                                          

                                                                

                                                                       

                                                                                  

                    

                                                                        

                                                                           

                                                                         

                                                                        

                                                                               

                                

                                                            

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                    

                                                                       

                                                                             

          

                                                                         

                                                                          

                                                                     

                                                                              

                                                                            

                                                     

                                                                        

                                                                           

                                                                         

                                                                            

                     

 

                                     

                       

                   

                                   

                                      

                      

                 

                          

                                                                        

             

                             

                                   

                     

                              

                                      

                                       
                                          

                  

                   

                           

                                    

       

                            
                                                 
                             

                      

          

                   

                           

          

                     

                              

                                   

 

                        

                  

         

                               

                    

                              

                           

                               

                       

         

                                   

       

                               

                              

                  

                              

                    

                                                                                                          

The following information and PowerPoint were presented to the Commissioners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board thanked Dr. Sain for the information and shared her enthusiasm for the new biotechnology 

program being offered at the Cleveland Community College. Each Commissioner commented on the positive 

impact this will have for the local economy and the farmers in Cleveland County.  

CLEVELAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FACILITY UPDATE  

Chairman Bridges recognized Dr. Jason Hurst, Cleveland Community College President, to present the 

Community College facility update. The college’s enrollment fell slightly this past year by 6%. The past academic 

year, the college served 9,461 different individuals, from both the Cleveland Community College and different 

areas of Cleveland County. Of those students 72% are part-time and 28% are full time. Those numbers have 

changed dramatically over the years due to more students working jobs and the increasing number of students 



 

 

                             

              

      
          

                                           
                  

     
         

      

      

                 

                     

    

         

               

          
            
             

                             

participating in the dual enrollment program while they are in high school. One statistic that stands out in the 

traditional continuing of education is 65% are female and 35% are male. That trend is typical across the United 

States. On the certificate and diploma programs, the male to female ratio is completely opposite. The programs 

include firefighting, emergency medical services, electrical line worker, culinary and many job type training 

programs.  

Cleveland Community College offers 41 different two-year associate degrees, 33 diploma programs and 83 

certificate programs. The college awarded 692 degrees, diplomas and certificates this past academic year. The 

community college employees 400 employees total; 44% are full-time, 56% are part-time. The college contracts 

out many things such as grounds maintenance and housekeeping. About one year ago, the college started an 

athletics program. The entire community was invited to participate in picking the new college mascot; the Yetis 

were the top pick. Over the last year and a half, several new programs were developed at the college which include 

Health and Fitness Science, Associate in Fine Arts and an Associates Degree in Nursing. It is going to be a record 

academic year for the college with the purchase of new equipment and simulation software purchases. Dr. Hurst 

spoke about the new equipment and the improved hands-on training students will receive in their programs. He 

thanked the Commissioners for their continued support and partnership with the community college stating that 

without this working relationship the college would not have been able to expand their campus. Dr. Hurst reviewed 

the community college’s new property acquisitions, leases, building renovation projects and facilities master plan. 

The following information and PowerPoint were presented to the Board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

   

         

    

         
      

                      

           

                       

          

                          

                           

                

         

                 

                 

            

                                                                               

          
    
           
         
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

         
            
                          

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                

        

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Bridges opened the floor to the Board for questions and comments. The Board thanked Dr. Hurst 

for the information and for his vision to expand and grow Cleveland Community College. They also thanked his 

staff and the College Board of Trustees for their hard work and dedication to help make Cleveland Community 

College a growing success. Dr. Hurst thanked Tim Moore, Speaker of the House, for the state funding he was able 

to secure for the community college, stating most of the projects and new programs would not have been possible 

without those funds. He also thanked Speaker Moore for all he has done for Cleveland County and the State of 

North Carolina.  

Chairman Bridges asked Dr. Hurst to remain at the podium to be recognized for his recent achievement for 

winning the North Carolina Community College President of the Year. Commissioners each gave congratulations 

and well wishes to Dr. Hurst for his recent accomplishment. The following proclamation was presented to Dr. 

Hurst.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 AUDIT PRESENTATION 

Chairman Bridges called Finance Director Lucas Jackson to the podium for the 2020 Audit Presentation. 

North Carolina General Statute §159-34 requires all local governments in North Carolina to contract with an 

external independent audit firm to conduct a full audit annually and submit results to the Local Government 

Commission prior to December 31st. Cleveland County, by statute, must produce all books and records requested 

by the external auditor including all documents requested including compliance requirements. The county 

contracted with Thompson, Price, Scott and Adams, Co. CPAs of Whiteville to conduct the audit. This was the first 

year the audit was performed remotely. Over 500 invoices, 150 deposits and four major Social Services and grant 

programs were selected and tested. The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) was submitted on time to 

the Local Government Commission with no comments or suggested changes. The CAFR was also submitted for 

the Government Finance Officers Association’s Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 

for the seventh consecutive year. This prestigious award is recognized across all local governments. The following 

information and PowerPoint were presented to the Board. 

 

 

 



 

 

                   
             

             
                

                

                  

                          

                    
                                                                                   

                                                                                           
          

                                                                
                                                          
                                           

                                                             
                                                               
            

 

                  

                         

                                                  

                                                 

                                                         
                                              

                                                               
                    

                                                    
                

 

                  

                                  

                                  

                                                       

                                                 

                                                    
                 

                                                         
                                                           
                                                           
                                                             

 

                           

                  

                                           

 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

            

                     

               
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

                    

              

                  

                                                   

 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

                

                     

                  

                                             

 

        

        

        

          

          

  

        

        

        

        

          

          

          

          

                    

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                  

                                

 

           

           

            

            

            

            

            

            

                                

                  

                                      

  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

                    

                       

                  

                                            

  

  

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

                    

        

        
        

        
        

                            

                  

                                                

  

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

            

                

                                

                  

                              

  

          

           

           

           

           

           

            

                      

           

                      

  

                  

           

Required Communications with Governance

 repared by                                          

C E E A   CO  T 

To the Board of Commissioners
Cleveland County
 helby,  orth Carolina

 e have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business type activities, each ma or fund, and the

aggregate remaining fund information of Cleveland County for the year ended  une   ,     .  rofessional standards require
that we provide you with information about our responsibilities under generally accepted auditing standards, Government
Auditing  tandards, and the  niform Guidance, as well as certain information related to the planned scope and timing of our

audit.  e have communicated such information in our letter to you dated April   ,     .  rofessional standards also required
that we communicate to you the following information related to our audit.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr. Jackson then introduced Alan Thompson, CPA and Partner at the Thompson, Price, Scott and Adams 

firm to the podium. The county was issued an unmodified report. County Finance staff is very qualified and was 

extremely helpful during the audit process. The following information was presented to Commissioners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

C E E A   CO  T 
 ignificant Audit Findings

 ualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices

Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies . The significant accounting policies
used by Cleveland County are described in  ote  to the financial statements.  o new accounting polices were adopted and
the application of existing policies was not changed during the year.  e noted no transactions entered into by the Cleveland

County during the year that were both significant and unusual, and of which, under professional standards,we are required to
inform you, or transactions for which there is a lac of authoritative guidance or consensus. All significant transactions have

been recogni ed in the financial statements in the proper period.

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and are based on management s

 nowledge and experience about past and current events and assumptions about future events. Certain accounting estimates
are particularly sensitive because of their significance to the financial statements and because of the possibility that future

events affecting them may differ significantly from those expected. There were no significant estimate s or assumptions
noted during the audit.

The disclosures in the financial statements are neutral, consistent, and clear. Certain financial statement disclosures are
particularly sensitive because of their significance to the financial statement users. There are no such disclosures identified .

C E E A   CO  T 
 ignificant Audit Findings  Cont. 

DifficultiesEncounteredin Performing the Audit

 e encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and completing our audit.

Corrected and  ncorrectedMisstatements

 rofessional standards require us to accumulate all  nown and li ely misstatements identified during the audit, other than
those that are trivial, and communicate them to the appropriate level of management . Management has corrected all such

misstatements.  n addition, none of the misstatements detected as a result of audit procedures and corrected by management
were material, either individually or in the aggregate, to each opinion unit s financial statements ta en as a whole.

Disagreements with Management

For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a disagreement with management as a financial accounting, reporting,
or auditing matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, that could be significant to the financial statements or the
auditor s report.  e are pleased to report that no such disagreements arose during the course of our audit.

Management epresentation

 e have requested certain representations from management that are included in the management representation letter dated
 ovember   ,     .

C E E A   CO  T 
 ignificant Audit Findings  Cont. 

ManagementConsultationswith  ther IndependentAccountants

 n some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and accounting matters, similar to
obtaining a  second opinion on certain situations.  f a consultation involves application of an accounting principle to the
governmental unit s financial statements or a determination of the type of auditor s opinion that may be expressed on those

statements, our professional standards require the consulting accountant to chec with us to determine that the consultant has
all the relevant facts. To our  nowledge, there were no such consultationswith other accountants.

 ther Auditing  indings or Issues

 e generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles and auditing standards, with
management each year prior to retention as Cleveland County s auditors.  owever, these discussions occurred in the normal
course of our professional relationship and our responseswere not a condition to our retention.

 lease refer to the compliance section of the audit report for a summary of the audit findings related to Medicaid.

C E E A   CO  T 
Other Matters

 e applied certain limited procedures to the  chedule of County s  roportionate  hare of  et  ension  iability   GER  ,
 chedule of County Contributions   GER  ,  chedule of County s  roportionate  hare of  et  ension Asset  RO  ,

 chedule of County Contributions  RO  ,  chedule of Changes in Total  ension  iability   aw Enforcement Officer s
 pecial  eparation Allowance, and  chedule of Changes in Total O EB  iability and Related Ratios, which is required

supplementary information  R   that supplements the basic financial statements. Our procedures consisted of inquiries of
management regarding the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with
management s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other  nowledge we obtained during our audit of

the basic financial statements.  e did not audit the R  and do not express an opinion or provide any assuranceon the R  .

 e were engaged to report on the combining and individual non ma or fund statement schedules, budgetary schedules, and
other schedules, and the schedule of expenditures of federal and  tate awards, which accompany the financial statements but
are not R  .  ith respect to this supplementary information, we made certain inquiries of management and evaluated the

form, content, and methods of preparing the information to determine that the information complies with accounting
principles generally accepted in the  nited  tates of America, the method of preparing it has not changed from the prior

period, and the information is appropriate and complete in relation to our audit of the financial statements.  e compared and
reconciled the supplementary information to the underlying accounting records used to prepare the financial statements or to
the financial statements themselves.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board thanked Mr. Thompson for the information presented and the kind words about county staff.  

 



 

 

                                                

                                             

                

                 

            

                

                

                 

            

                                             

                            

                   

 

                               

         
                                                                      

              

                              

                                   

                       

                                                    

                                           

          
                                                              

                                                                      

        

   

 

                        

 

                         

 

                           

                                                                                       

                 

                 

             

                            

                                 

                  

                            

                    

 

 

                               
                                                   

                                                 

                                                                                      

                                                    

                                         

                       

                                                   

                                                 

                                   

                                       

                                                  

               

 

                                       

                              

                

                                                                                

                                                   

NSTALLMENT FINANCING RESOLUTION  

Chairman Bridges recognized County Manager Brian Epley to present the Installment Financing Resolution. 

The Board was reminded of the preliminary information that was presented to them at their January 19, 2021 

regular meeting. Mr. Epley explained, this is a great opportunity to capitalize on some favorable market conditions 

and to rethink and refund some existing debt. There are a lot of technicalities and complexities that are involved, 

with some being taxable while others are not. Staff has evaluated this opportunity since 2014/2015, trying to find 

the appropriate intersection of both market rates as well as the proper point in each of the debt structures to make 

the refunding most favorable. The following PowerPoint was presented to Commissioners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Bridges opened the floor to the Board for questions and discussion. Commissioner Whetstine 

thanked staff for the hard work that has gone into this installment financing process. Commissioner Hutchins asked 

how the county will be ahead financially with the co-location of the Health Department and Social Services. Mr. 



 

 

Epley advised the current social services building was built in the 196 ’s and houses 200 county employees. In 

2017, the County completed a comprehensive Facilities Master Plan and the social services building was a top 

priority in regards to space needs, building structure, environmental, mechanical, etc. As it was evaluated with the 

best financial avenue to fix the building needs; it was more feasible and logical to combine the Health Department 

and Social Services into one building instead of building a new one. The Health Department has the square footage 

to accommodate Social Services as both departments have a shared population and an overlap with the services 

that are provided.   

ACTION:  Commissioner Whetstine made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hutchins, and 

unanimously adopted by the Board to, approve the final resolution, all financial documents, transactions 

documents, the Local Government Commission application, preliminary Capital One Financing and authoring 

the County Manager’s Office to finalize closing with the assistance of legal staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 VACCINATION UPDATE 

Chairman Bridges called Tiffany Hansen, Health Department Director, to the podium to present the COVID-

19 vaccination update. Mrs. Hansen presented the following information to the Board. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                           

              

                     

              

                  

                  

                       

 

              

                      

            

                

         

                              

               

                    

             

           
          

      

   

 

                     

            
                         

                      

                           
                            

         

          

                         

                  

                 
                 
                        
        

                   
        

           
           
                      
                           
                     
                    

                    

                         
                          
                        
                    
                           
          

                          
       

                          
                     
                   
                        
                      
               
                         
                        

                  
                     
                      

                   
              
                   

                     
       

                       

                      

                               
                               

              

                             
                            
                             
                      

                               
                            
             

                          
          

                           

             
                   
             

        

                  

       

      
      

                          

                   

                 

                      
                 
                  

                                                                                                                                                           

                              

        

    

                 

                   

     

             

                    

            

         

       

            

                

 

                 

                  

     

             

             

                  

                   

               

                 

                  

     

             

             

                  

                   

               

                 

                  

     

                 

                     

                  

        

    

             

                 

             

      

             

          

            

      

             

      

                    

                               

                                                                                 

                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                     

 

                  

                                                                                             

                                                                                 

                      

                                                                

                                                                                                         

                                                                              

                     

                      

                                                     

                         

                                                                           

 

                                    

                                                                                                            
                                                                                     

                                                                            
                                                              

                                             

                                        

                            

                                                                                    

                                                                                                 
                  

              

             

                                           

                     

 

                        

    

  

              

                      
                    
                     
                      

          

            

                     
                   

                     
                     

           

                     
                   

                     
                      

          

                     
                   

                     
                      

                                                     

                     

  

                                       

                                             

                     

    

                                      

                                  

    

                                  

                                       

                                            

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chairman Bridges opened the floor to the Board for questions and comments. Commissioner Hardin asked, 

“If a family member tests positive for COVID-19 but no one else in the household tests positive, how are those 

numbers counted?” Mrs. Hansen stated, “if the family members are direct contacts, they are counted as probable 

cases but they are not counted to the state or federal Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) as 

positive cases.” Chairman Bridges inquired if there is a way of knowing how many citizens received their vaccine 

outside of the county distribution; for example, if they went to the Charlotte Motor Speedway Vaccination Clinic, 

CVS, South Carolina, etc. Mrs. Hansen advised on the North Carolina DHHS website, it tracts each county’s 

resident who has been vaccinated regardless of where they received the vaccine. Commissioner Hutchins 

questioned, “if a patient from another state or county is hospitalized in Cleveland County due to COVID-19 and 

that person passes away, is that death counted as a statistic for Cleveland County?” Mrs. Hansen replied it will 

count towards that patient’s county of residency and will not affect Cleveland County numbers. Commissioner 

Hutchins stated it seems as though every death is related to COVID-19, and asked if there is there a way to track 

the number of deaths due to other circumstances such as cancer or a heart attack and compare those numbers to 

previous years. Mrs. Hansen stated the health department does not have the cumulative data for 2020 yet, but staff 

did look at the numbers of December 2020 and of the 143 deaths in December of 2020, 26 of those were related to 

COVID-19 and the remaining fell across the trajectory seen in common forms of death.  

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 CLEVELAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

ACTION:  Commissioner Whetstine made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Gordon, and 

unanimously adopted by the Board, to re-appoint Tom Spurling and Randall Sweeting to serve as members of 

this board, for a period of one-year, scheduled to conclude December 31, 2021.  

CLOSED SESSION 

          ACTION: Commissioner Hardin made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Hutchins, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board, to go into closed session per North Carolina General Statute 148-318.11(a)(3) to consult 

with the County Attorney on a pending litigation matter. (Copy of closed session minutes are sealed and found in 

Closed Session Minute Book). 

RECONVENE IN REGULAR SESSION 

ACTION: Commissioner Whetstine made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Hardin, and unanimously 

adopted by the Board to, reconvene in open session. 

Chairman Bridges stated the following, “the Board took no action in closed session. On January 14, 2020, 

Southern Power Company (SPC), a fossil fuels company, filed a lawsuit in Federal Court against Cleveland 

County seeking to have to Court construe a 2007 Incentive and Development Agreement, which was drafted by 



 

 

SPC, as an enforceable contract, which could have then required Cleveland County to potentially pay Southern 

Power millions of dollars.  

Cleveland County, through its current leadership and its legal team contested the validity and legality of the 

incentives sought, primarily based upon a change in the law weeks after the incentive agreement was signed in 

2007, making any such payment a violation of the NC Constitution and NC statutes. As a result of the Motion to 

Dismiss filed, the federal court Magistrate Judge Carlton Metcalf issued his Memorandum last Friday, agreeing 

with Cleveland County and made his Recommendation to presiding Judge Reidinger that the case be dismissed. 

SPC, through its attorneys has already indicated its plans to object to the Recommendation. 

Cleveland County plans to oppose that Objection, as the County is encouraged that the Court finds the law 

to be on Cleveland County's side, and staunchly stands behind its legal team and their interpretation of the 

law to protect the taxpayers and citizens of Cleveland County.” 

RECESS TO RECONVENE 

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Hutchins made the 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Bridges, and unanimously adopted by the Board, to recess to reconvene. The 

next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 21:00 p.m. at the LeGrand 

Center located at 1800 E. Marion St, Shelby for a Commissioners Work Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  ___________________________________________ 

                    Doug Bridges, Chairman  

                          Cleveland County Board of Commissioners 
 
 

 

_____________________________________ 

      Phyllis Nowlen, Clerk to the Board  

Cleveland County Board of Commissioners 


